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2007-2008
This is the first year of existence for Faiss Middle School. The state testing scores are our baseline to compare our growth in the future.  However, our teachers create common assessments to measure mastery of the standards they teach following the CCSD Power Standards and Benchmarks.   The scores included in this report are a sampling of the results from teacher created common assessments and are compared to the school-wide CRT results. 
If we had not had the two additional teachers for the modified block schedule, we would not have been able to run the block schedule with all the benefits for students and teachers.  We predict amazing academic growth by our students of all ability levels.
Faiss Middle School unique block schedule allows for: 

· 80 minutes daily in math and Language Arts in grades 6, 7, and 8

· 80 minutes in science & social studies for hands-on experiment and in-depth learning time

· 7th grade science required year long (A or B day)

· 6th grade social studies required year long (A or B day)

· PE in grades 6, 7, and 8 required 1 semester but offered as additional elective another semester

· 80 minutes in Web Design, Multi Media, and Fine Arts classes provides in-depth engagement and practice time
· 50 minutes common prep (subject/grade level) 

· 30 minute daily collaboration time for core subject/grade level, departments, & staff trainings (STPT)
· E-Time (Enhanced Educational Excellence) 40 minutes daily for 2-3 week intervals provides small groups of learners:

· Intervention for students not meeting standards in all core subjects
Example: Teachers met during collaboration time to analyze common assessment data and selected students for focused standards based learning often time with more time for concrete hands-on activities.
· Intervention for IEP students for academic tutoring and behavioral training
Example: IEP students selected by caseload teacher to focus on specific weakness based upon IEP goals and progress towards meeting the standards.  Additionally, some students need intense behavioral intervention training and E-time offers this time within the school day without taking students out of their other classes.
· Enhancement for the exceptional learner to explore studies above and beyond the curriculum in core subjects and electives (additional time for Rigor & Relevance!)
Examples: 8th grade science teachers selected the top academic students to delve deeper into the physics of rockets and completed a fascinating rocket unit culminating with the students blasting off rockets.  The Bridge Building Team met during E-time in the computer lab to research in depth the structural component of bridges prior to their actual bridge making competition.  The Language Arts teachers took advantage of the opportunity to work with the top writers in the school in an attempt to take them to the next level.  We had six of these students obtain a perfect score on the Writing Proficiency Exam.   

·  Reinforcement and enhancement for the average learner in smaller group settings (more rigor & relevance time!)
Examples: Computer teacher selected students interested in science to participate in a NASA video conference with scientists.  Math teachers reinforced learning with the average students through games and activities during E-time.   Social Studies teachers selected average students to take to the computer lab during E-time to complete activities using “Google Earth.”    
· Attitude adjustments and/or interventions for disruptive students
Example:  Disruptive students met with the principal and through an entrepreneurial focus worked on a change of attitude while completing meaningful activities associated with running a business. 
· Counselor groups for student social issues (divorce, depression, victims, bullying, etc.)
Example: Counselors are able to run a variety of groups for several weeks each at a time during the year without pulling the students from their regular classes.
· College Ed for 7th grade students through connection teachers during E-time period intermittently throughout the year (organized calendared dates).
· Connection Teachers meet with their own Connection Classes every 2-3 weeks between the E-time classes to re-connect with the students and build relationships, so every student has an adult on campus they know cares about him/her, can run intervention with “issues,” hold the students accountable, and show they care.

Volunteer Statements

The volunteer statements from teachers, students, and parents did not include any negativity about the block schedule and did provide many positive insights and support.  
Teacher Comments:

It is a pleasure working with a schedule that promotes student success and allows for teacher collaboration.  It is unlike any other schedule I have seen.

I like the modified block schedule because of the opportunity for students and teachers to work together in exploring concepts more thoroughly.

Teachers have more time to engage students.

Longer time in the block to cover more in a day and get through a whole lesson beginning to end.

The everyday classes for math and Language Arts is wonderful.

Our block schedule is especially effective in social studies and science.  It allowed for the incorporation of more interactive, activity-based learning. It has also allowed for coverage of topics in more depth because we have more time for discussion and reflection.

Our department loves our block schedule, especially not having to sacrifice daily prep-time (as with some other block schedules.)

The block time provides the time you need to explore reading and writing strategies.  It promotes active writing and reading conferences with students.  Feedback is more productive.

The block scheduling would be even more effective with smaller class sizes in the core subjects.

E-time is important for intervention and enhancement to maximize student learning on all levels of ability.
The Special Ed Department likes the block scheduling because it provides many opportunities for instructional support to both teachers and students.

I do not believe the schedule needs to be changed; I believe that more effective classroom teaching in some cases is needed to make an impact.  (For example lecturing for 80 minutes is not effective.)
Student comments (made by students as reported by their teachers)
I like it! (block schedule)
It (the schedule) is less confusing than last year.

It is nice to have a break from some classes and only see that class every other day.

I like the variety in the days.  I like going to some classes every other day.

Parent Comments (from the CCSD survey)
The four core classes a day is perfect!
Through this is their first year, the school has shown a great deal of care to its students and academic structure and the grading system is clear!

Librarian Comments

Recently, I had a student come in to withdraw from our school.  He visited the library frequently throughout the school year and was sad.  Many days he would visit me 2 or 3 times a day.  During our final conversation I told him that I thought he may have been the student who checked out the most books from the library this year.  When I checked his history I found out he checked out 164 books from the library this year and that last year he checked out 19 books.  I was amazed.  Another boy who frequents the library came in later that day.  I checked his history.  He checked out zero books last year and 74 this year.  Seeing these statistics really excited me!  The usage and increase in reading really shocked me.  I believe the block schedule fosters more reading at our school.

Faiss Middle School Math Results Data  2007-2008
Charts demonstrate a sampling of standards measuring mastery for all grades in math.
The 6th and 7th grade charts show pre and post test results for the sampling standards and compare to the CRT.  The 8th grade charts show mastery (no pre) of two sampling standards each month and then compare to the CRT.  The algebra students also include the CCSD Algebra test results.  

6th Math common assessments (pre/post measuring standards) & school-wide CRT scores
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Math 6 common assessments measured pre/post scores for mastery of the standards in above chart:
October: Data Analysis 5.6.4

Nov/Dec: Geometry 4.6.1 

January: Spatial Relations 4.6.3

February: Measurement: 3.6.3
March Number Sense: 1.6.8

7th Math common assessments (pre/post measuring standards) & school-wide CRT scores
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Math 7  Standards measured in above chart:

October: Order of Operations 1.7.1a; 4.7.9

Nov/Dec: Graphing 2.7.1; 2.7.4; 2.7.5; 4.7.9

January: Percents 4.7.9; 1.7.2; 1.7.3; 1.7.6

February: Volume/Surface Area 2.7.2; 3.7.3; 4.7.4; 4.7.9

March: Number Geometric Figures 4.7.1; 4.7.3; 4.7.6; 4.7.8; 4.7.9

8th Grade Pre Algebra common assessments measuring mastery of standards & school-wide CRT scores
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Math PreAlgebra 8  Standards measured mastery in above chart:

October: Compare, order, and perform operations 1.8.3; One-step algebraic equations 1.8.7
Nov/Dec: Solve & graph solutions to linear equations 2.8.2; 

Solve & graph multi-step inequalities 2.8.5

January: Find factors including GCF of numbers & monomials 1.6.8; 

                 Perform operations on fractions & mixed numbers 1.7.7

February: Ratios & proportions to calculate rates 3.8.5;


Translate among fraction, decimals, & percents 1.8.2
March: Pythagorean Theorem 4.8.7; Use distance, midpoint, & slope formulas 4.8.5

8th Grade Math 8 common assessments measuring mastery of standards & school-wide CRT scores

Math 8
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Math 8  Standards measured mastery in above chart:

October: Integers 1.8.7; Properties 1.8.8
Nov/Dec: Decimal 1.8.7; Equations 2.8.2
January: Fractions 1.7.7; Proportions 3.8.5
February: Inequalities 2.8.2; Graphing 2.8.4
March: Perimeter/Area 3.6.3; Percents 1.8.6
8th Grade Algebra teacher assessments measuring mastery of standards, 
school-wide CRT scores, and CCSD Algebra Final
Algebra I and Algebra IH Combined (next year eliminating Algebra I)
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Math  Algebra IH Standards Data measured below:

 
October: Properties 1.12.8; Order of Operations 1.8.7

Nov/Dec: Functions 2.8.4; Slope 4.12.5

January: Inequalities 2.12.4; Linear Equations 2.12.3b

February: Exponents 2.12.3b; 2.12.3a

March: Quad. Equations 1.12.6; Rational Equations 2.12.4

Math Teachers’ Comments:

Our 6th grade math students in need of intervention benefited from the block as they were selected during E-time to provide them with more experiences to meet the standards.  Our advanced 6th grade students were exposed to advanced math through E-time which is always a relief to have time for those who “get it” and need to move on!  

Our extra time during the block schedule combined with the daily meeting/reinforcement allowed us to cover the 7th grade standards in a way that no other middle school can allow (via their 50 minute classes).  E-time also allowed us the luxury of addressing weaknesses in a concentrated small setting.

Block classes daily provided in-depth lesson time with ample practice time under the supervision of the teacher.

Faiss Middle School Language Arts Results Data  2007-2008
     In the Language Arts data, the Nov /Dec and the February reading assessments were the interim assessments from the CCSD.  Data was retrieved via IDMS. All other reading assessments were common teacher generated MOCK CRT Exams. The October writing assessment served as a pre-writing evaluation. This essay was evaluated for all the traits: IOVC.  Students were provided extensive trait instruction for each I-O-V-C trait. Nov/Dec focused on and was evaluated for I and O. February focused on and was evaluated for V and C. The January writing assessment served as a mid-year evaluation. This essay was evaluated for all the traits: IOVC. The March writing assessment represents the Nevada State Proficiency Exam results.  The daily common preps and additional 30 minute collaboration time provided the necessary time to plan, implement, and evaluate reading and writing in our block schedule to assess the level of learning for every student and then provide interventions or enhancement activities to maximize student potential.
The charts below demonstrate mastery of learning as measured by emergent, approaches, meets, and exceed the standards for all grades in Language Arts:
6th Grade LA
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7th Grade LA
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8th Grade LA
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Language Arts Teachers’ Comments:  
Collectively, the months with extra intervention during E-time showed that raw numbers in both writing and reading for 7th grade went up.  Our 80 minute ELA block and teacher collaboration time to complie and compare assessment results were especially helpful to reach/exceed the targeted 58% success rate.  With the assistance of our inclusion specialists a dramatic decrease in Emergent students was noted after the first few months.  Writing and Reading scores increased with the implementation of our online Criterion Writing Program and Reading Plus Program.

Faiss Middle School Science Results Data   2007-2008
[image: image9.png]200
180
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20

Emergent

Approaches

Meets

Exceeds





Although this is the first year, possibly our block schedule may be part of the impact on this data to have 61% of the 8th graders meeting or exceeding standard due to the amount of time allowed for students to delve deeper into the scientific process in their science classes.  The additional school-wide focus on additional math and Language Arts time may have an indirect impact on students’ science scores.  

In the next two years we predict measureable significant academic growth, which we will continue to monitor closely to compare as students move up within our school.  At the same time we recognize our weaknesses, which I feel will become our strengths for teaching effectively within the blocked 80 minutes.
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